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reverses. They proposed, indeed, to divide the Danubian
Realm between the two Allies, Russia's share being the
predominantly Slav provinces, and indirectly at a later date,
the Turkish Balkan territories. Prince Bismarck, however,
was by no means disposed to fall in with this arrangement.
He perceived clearly that Germany would not gain by
further territorial aggrandisement, but by the maintenance of
peace, to which end the first thing needful was to reconcile
Germany with Austria, and the second, to bring about
friendly relations between Austria and Russia. Con
sequently he set on foot the negotiations that led to the
Imperial Triple Alliance of 1872. GortchakofF agreed to
Bismarcks' proposals, but with the arriere fenste that as soon
as Russia's Oriental projects should be ripe, Germany
would lend herself to their furtherance. Those plans
might have taken a considerable time to mature had not
the rapid spread and heat of the Panslavistic agitation, as
well as GortchakofFs craving to achieve popularity and
appear to the world at large as a star of the first magnitude
upon the political firmament, hastened the march of
events.

The precursory symptoms of a renewed Russian attack
upon Turkey made themselves manifest in 1875 in the
Herzegovina, and soon assumed a serious character calling
for diplomatic action in order to avert a general war. In
December, 1875, the three Eastern Powers came to an
understanding anent a programme of reform for the
Ottoman Empire on the basis of placing the Christian
religion de jure and de facto upon an absolute equality with
Islam. This programme was communicated to the other
Great Powers by Count Andrassy in a Note, dated Dec. 30,
1875. In May, 1876, the Czar came to Berlin, and Bismarck,
GortchakofF and Andrassy held consultations upon the